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Ar e Incredibly Grateful!



Happy Trails 2011
Land Security Campaign Update

This past summer Happy Trails had the
opportunity to purchase the property on
which the sanctuary is located before it
would be put on the open market for sale.

To secure the future of Happy Trails
and to make sure that we wouldn’t have to
move the sanctuary, it was in the best
interest of the organization to attempt to
secure a commercial loan and raise funds
for a down payment.

A purchase price (which corresponded
with the appraisal value of the land) was

agreed to at $128,000. The 9.09 acres of
property includes the house and two ga-
rages as well as all the buildings on the
property.

The down payment required by
the bank was $26,000 which was
our immediate campaign goal.
Fees, appraisals, surveys, etc,
raised the amount we needed to
$33,000.

A very kind Happy Trails sup-
porter, Dan Kennedy, generously
offered to do a matching funds
campaign.  He originally offered
to match any individual donation
that came in up to the original
$26,000 down payment that was
needed. As the campaign went
along, Dan once again made a
generous offer, and “upped” the
amount of funds that he would
match to $30,000.  Quite a large

sum to match indeed, and we were incred-
ibly grateful for his kindness. Could we
even bring in that much money to match?

We set out to begin our campaign and to
raise the $33,000 needed for the down
payment to purchase the land. We were
hoping against hope that we could raise the
money for the down payment as well as all

Purchasing our land secures a future for Happy Trails community outreach
programs such as our Farm Animal Visitation Program for nursing homes.
Kachina the mini-horse is one of the rescued animal ambassadors who visits
the elderly and the handi-capped.



the fees and charges that we were going to
have to pay. If we took the money from
our general operating expenses, it would
need to be replenished immediately so that
it would not cut our daily operating funds
short. We began our campaign with great
hope and anticipation.

Much to our amazement, and I do mean
complete amazement, people who believe
in the work that we do here at Happy Trails
let their approval be heard loud and clear
through the donations that we received.

As of today, Monday October 24th,
Happy Trails has received donations
amounting to $66,620.50 toward our
purchase of the property!  Add to that
the $30,000 matching funds from our
mentor, Dan Kennedy, and we will have
a total of $96,620.50 toward the prop-
erty purchase!

I am honored and humbled to report
that Happy Trails closed our loan on Fri-
day, October 21st, and the deed was filed

on Monday, October 24th.  At this
time we put down the required mini-
mum for the loan, and in November
we plan to put the remainder of the
funds on the loan when the campaign
in officially completed.

We never in our wildest dreams imag-
ined that we would have this type of
response to our request. We are be-
yond grateful to know that our sup-
porters take our work seriously and
that they are so determined to make
sure that Happy Trails Farm Animal
Sanctuary continues to grow and serve

the abused and neglected farm animals and
horses, and also continues to provide our
outreach programs to the many communi-
ties that we service.

This land security campaign has just done

exactly that - secured the future for Happy
Trails and all the work that is yet to be
done.

Securing a safe haven for rescued animals like Marge and Homer,
the turkeys.

Making sure that humane societies always have a place to send
rescued ponies like Lo Sono Libero who had been viciously
attacked by a pit bull.



THANK YOUS AND TAX RECEIPTS

Our dedicated volunteer, Ilona Urban,
who is also in charge of our educational
programs as well as sending out our thank
you letters and tax receipts, has been ill and
had been hospitalized. I truly apologize that
we have gotten a bit behind in getting your
personal thank you
letters and tax
receipts mailed to
each and every one
of you who so
graciously donated
to our campaign.
Please know that
you will indeed
receive a thank you
letter and a tax
receipt in the mail,
and that we are
doing our very best
to get them out to
you in a timely
manner.

We are preparing the donor
plaque for the sanctuary and
also the memorial plaque for
supporters who donated funds
in memory of either a beloved
family member or a beloved pet.

We are also planning a special
event in 2012 to welcome our
land campaign donors to tour
the facility and to see the won-
derful changes, upgrades and
improvements that are taking
place.

NEW GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Another major reason that we stated that
Happy Trails needs to own the property is
to be eligible for facility improvement
grants. On Monday, the deed was filed that
the property now belongs to the sanctuary.

Happy Trails office.



On Tuesday, we
became eligible
for a grant to
pay for the new
feathered friends
building that is
being con-
structed in the
next several
weeks to pro-
vide better hous-
ing for the
ducks, geese,
chickens and
turkeys for
winter. The
benefits of
Happy Trails
owning the
property is truly
is happening that quickly, and we have each
of you to thank!

We will indeed post updates on our website
and in our upcoming newsletter as our
campaign draws to a close in November.

Please know that each donation is appreci-
ated and that we continue to be in awe of
the generosity of people who want to be
the change they want to see in the world.
Many, many thanks....

On behalf of the rescued animals, our
dedicated volunteers, and our Board
Of Directors, we appreciate every-
one.

Sincerely,

Annette

Annette Fisher, Executive Director
Happy Trails Farm Animal Sanctu-
ary, Inc.
330-296-5914 office

Making sure our recovering feathered friends stay safe from predators.

Giving pigs like Dulcie and Jolie a safe and warm place to sleep at night.


