bl oo e,
Two CalvesWent To Thelr askedithewould iike to add

. kL Thelma and Gallagher to his
N eW H O m eS I nV| rg | n |a| herd, he was enthusiastic! He
now had a new place that he
could house additional farm
pets, and he was sure we would

On Friday, May 14th,  towalk politely onaleadrope gnnrovel Howevehe acknowl-
transport person Rob and went for daily walks with  aqged that one of his clients
Willard and myself loaded ~ her foster mom on trails had two pet Jersey steers, and
up two absolutely adok through the woods. Shewas e of their steers recently
able calves and headed off €xtremely friendiyand person-  gieq. They needed a friend for
to Virginia — both young-  aPle- lonely Ernie who was in need of
sters were being adopted a new companiowell,

Gallagher, a quite-hand-
some young Jersey stealso
recently won his abuse case in
court, and became available for
adoption. He was a little shy
but was learning to trust people.

Gallagher just happened to be
the same age, the same breed,
and the same size as Ernie, so
the two young boys could play
together!

by two different homes.

The day that we left, it
looked like it was ready to
_ : storm at any second. It was
nary Associates in horribly early in the morning
Purcellville, Virginia, had when Rob and | met up at the

already adopted several COWS a5 harriTo stay on schedule,
pets from Happyfrailsinthe 0.4 have to feed the other

past. The lasttime we talked t0 5imais at the sanctuary much
: r_nm, hl_s enormous pasture Was qarier than usual. “Lat'get
| filled with petcows and he had {14 cows loaded up before we

E_o more roomShould we call get a downpouitl suggested.
im or

shouldnt

—— we?We
“I consider myself a very luckyl e@s very qecided to
neglected, was rescued, and now | have a.” .
state-of-the-art facility as my new home viiN& It &
vet as my new human companion — whahot again
more could a girl ask for?” —abouta

year had
Thelma, an incredibly passed

beautiful black and white Hol-  gjnce we
stein heiferwon her freedom  t5lked to
in court during an animal abuse him |ast
trial, and was signed over to him. We 3 .
HappyTrails.While in foster held our  “Moo I say! Calling everyone within earshot — we're going to a ne

care, this lovable baby learned preath and home!” Gallagher bellowed I¢iellwanted to make sure that all
the folks at the gas pumps knew of his good fortune!

Veterinarian Dr. Michael
Gast of Blue RidgeVeteri-

GALLAGHER

TR




After we explained to the cows As always, we had
that they got to go on a road tripto stop several times
with us to some really wonder- along the way for

ful and permanent homes, they gasAt each stop, the
jumped happily into their cows would reach
chariot(‘chariot’ translates to  their wet noses up to
‘Rob’s stock trailer). “I don't the open slats of the
think it's going to rain,” Rob stock trailer and
announced as he slammed the bellow to all who
metal panel door shut. He went would listen. “We're

off to feed the horses, and | going to a new
headed back up frontto finish  home!” they seemed |
packing things for the trip. | to announce. People

almost made it to the front gate would get out of
and the first drops of rain came their vehicles to
down. In seconds, the thunder- come see the cows.
storm hit and the rain came Folks pulled out
down in buckets. What a way to their phones and
start off the day! But the cows cameras and took
were already loaded safegnd  pictures We told
they were happily munching on everyone about the

. ’ ‘::1 o T M __I ‘| e A ] b |
their hay cow's rescue and T
their g°°d ventured out of his shelter to see what all the ruckus w
fortune at aboutAnd why was there mooing coming out of that
o SUATC A
flndlng great trailer in his pasture®
homes. The

o Mary greeted us in the
cows’ visitors were driveway and instructed us to
thrilled for them, and pull through the two gates and
everyone was happy that jnig the cows field. We looked
the youngsters would be  4; 5 gorgeous green field with
safe! perfect wooden fencing and a
spacious run-in, but we saw no
cow. Whee on eath was
Ernie?

Five and a half hours
after we left the sanctu-
ary, we arrived at the
beautiful home of John
and Mary Buger. They
had beautiful horses and
burrows and a gorgeous
homestead for all their
creaturesWe found out
later that the homestead
was originally owned by a

We parked our rig in the
middle of the field and hopped
out. Curious as to what all the
commotion was about, Ernie
finally appeared as he wondered
cautiously out of his barn. He
was curious but by no means in

N any hurry
{ family with the last name
John and Mary Burger of Lovettsville, of...you geussed Rob helped Gallagher jump
Virginia, both vegans, consider their cows ai...Gallagher! off the trailer and unhooked his

part of their family! lead. Gallagher looked around



| and | am happy
| to say that, as
often happens,
| believe we
found lasting
friendships
with our new
adoptive fam-

N ily!
Thelma
. | was being quite
- | patient while
#| this homecom-

knowing that
she would be
next to experi-
ence the joy of
finding her
very own
home! Good-
byes and thank-yous were
exchanged. Soon enough we
were on our way out the drive-
way and on to Blue Ridge
VeterinaryAssociates in
Purcellville, where we met up
with Dr. Gast to follow him to

You could almost hear the questions coming fast and furious out of Gallagher “Am |
looking in a miror? Are you for eal? Do you live in this beautiful paseuall by yourself?
Do you mind if live hertoo? Whas$ your name?”

for justa moment, and thenthe  \We all watched while

two steers caught sight of each Gallagher explored his new
other We couldnt believe our  world, and Ernie supervised. It
eyes, and apparentiyeither was a really great experience
could they! for everyone; for the cows who
, . found a new friendship and had
Atfirstsight, Gallagher and the safety of a beautiful home;

Ernie ran up to each othand for us as rescuers, who every
touched noses. It was as though

o once in a while get to
mitort Ernie and Gallagher  Winessaveryhappy |
were nearly his identicalg ending that completeqig &
twins! The%wo boys became arescued animal |
. e y story with “and they
instant friends and were : :
thrilled with their new friend- /S0 nappily ever
ship! (Luckily we caught some after"; and for John
of ch.eir anti():/s and thgeir first and Mary Buget, who

. were relieved that the
moments together on video -

. meeting of the cows
be sue to check it out!) went so perfectly and [#

Soon we got to meet John, Who were happy to
who took time from his busy ~ provide them both
work schedule justto come  With awonderful
home and meet his new family home.The Bugers | e 2
memberHe was happy thathe are incredible peOF"e,Thelma steps hoof for the first time onto the
did! grass of her new home!




Thelmas new resort. It was
only a short distance away
and we enjoyed the beauti-
ful scenery

Dr. Gast showed us
around his friend spa-
cious estateThelma had
just hit pay dit! To add
icing to the cake of her
winning her abuse case in
court, she just arrived at a
top-notch, most awesome,
incredibly gorgeous facil-
ity that would make any
other cow envious. She
politely followed Rob into
her new pasture, and it was
time for a quick lesson. Dr

Gast patiently explained t0 theima approved of the Iush green grass — she said that it tasted just right!
Thelma how to use the

automatic waters (she had neverd quick learngrand in no time This was probably one of
seen such luxury before in her atall, she could make the the most feel-good trips I've
life!). Just how do you make  strange contraption offer her  ever taken, knowing that there
that giant ball in the center go water ather will. She wasst”  are kind and compassionate

down with your noseBhe was Mmaster! Life was good! She folks out there who are willing
looked around  to adopt the gentle and curious

at her long- creatures we know as cows.
horned neigh-  Many thanks to DiMichael

bors, com- Gast and John and Mary Burger
pletely in- for helping us write such a

spected her happy ending to this story!
new luscious
field and shel-
ter, and gave us
her moo of
approval. She
was safe, had
food, and
would begin to
make friends
with her much
bigger cows in
the next field
on agradual

Rob Wiard (left) hol@elma while.[Bast explains to her schedule.
how the automatic waterers work. She caught on very quickly!




