
Several weeks ago, Happy
Trails received a request to help
out in a situation that involved
10 severely neglected Thor-
oughbreds that were removed
fr om a property in the Village of
Orange.

Since the two horse owners in-
volved in this case had cruelty
charges filed against them, Happy
Trails intake criteria would allow us
to step in and help. The owners of
these horses currently hold training
licences issued by the State of
Ohio Racing Commission.

Often Happy Trails reaches out
across unseen boundaries to work
together in our communities for a
higher good. The welfare of the
animals often helps to bring folks
from many walks of life together
for a common purpose. This is a
unique and inspiring situation
where a racetrack works in coop-
eration with a farm animal sanctu-
ary to help the horses in question.
The track had no prior involvement
in this case and was not tied to
these horses in any way. Yet, they
chose to play a part in making sure
that these horses received the care
and help that they deserved.

In this unfortunate and sad situa-
tion, Thistledown Racetrack asked Happy Trails to assist them in finding more permanent
shelter and care for the horses involved in this case, and to help provide a rehabilitation

10 Neglected Thoroughbreds
Discovered In The Village Of Orange

This is one of the Thoroughbreds that was removed from the Village
of Orange. This photo was taken on June 2, 2010, after several weeks
of care in rehab at a foster location. This horse was suffering from
severe malutrition.



and recovery program. Eight
of the horses were legally
signed over to the custody of
Happy Trails, and have been
placed on a sound nutritional
and very careful re-feeding
program. These emaciated
horses will need to continue
to be monitored closely for
signs of related medical
issues due to starvation.

We would like to acknowl-
edge the dedication of the
original temporary foster
home, which is the location
where these horses were
initially taken to remove them
from harms way and un-
speakable living conditions.
Though we are choosing to
protect the privacy of the
foster home, we need to
share their part of the story.
They were instrumental in
stepping forth to do the right
thing, even though it was
extremely difficult, heart-
breaking and time-consum-
ing. They have hearts of gold
and went above and beyond
anyone’s expectations to
provide temporary housing
for these ten horses. The use
of portable stalls was gra-

ciously donated by the Chagrin Valley Hunt Club. The City Council of Warrensville
Heights stepped up to the plate and approved a temporary ordinance so that they horses
could be moved quickly to safety.

And as an organization, Happy Trails was impressed with the level of care, concern and
involvement from the folks representing Thistledown Racetrack. The horses that suffered

This is another one of the ten Thoroughbreds that were removed
from the Village of Orange. Most horses had severe rain rot and were
infested with lice. This photo was taken on June 2, 2010, after several
weeks of care in rehab at a temporary foster location.



from neglect were not housed at the track
and Thistledown had no initial involve-
ment with this particular group of horses
or their care. However, David Ellsworth
and the good folks at Thistledown pro-
vided services and funds to clean out the
stables where the horses were discovered
until they could be moved, and they
helped to coordinate the long term care
of these animals. Thistledown also
picked up a lot of the costs incurred
when removing the horses.

There were many, many caring souls
involved in making this rescue happen,
and there also many folks who donated
feed and other products to help with their
recovery. And there were the volunteers
who donated their time, those who
helped wash and bathe and provide
medication and hoof trimming and de-
licing medication. And Dr. Ray Hepner,
the attending veterinarian, was truly con-
cerned with getting them on the right
track to a healthy future. He spent count-
less hours on this case simply because of
his dedication and a desire to do the right
thing for these animals.

Everyone worked together, and everyone was diligent in their efforts.

The horses are now relaxing and adjusting to life at the sanctuary. The road ahead of them
is long and slow, and our work is definitely cut out for us.

Any and all help with the expense of rehabilitation these horses will be very much
appreciated. To get an idea of cost of their rehab, here’s a rough idea per horse. Every
horse will get it’s hooves trimmed every six weeks, at $25 per horse. All horses are going
to most likely need their teeth floated, at $125 per horse. Each horse will receive a rota-
tional past de-wormer every eight weeks at approximately $8 per tube. Depending on the
size of our hay bales, each horse is currently eating about 3/4 bale of hay per day, at $3.00

Due to the miserable combination of rain rot and lice,
many of the horse’s bodies were painfully missing
entire patches of fur from their heads to their tails. This
photo was taken on June 3, 2010.



per bale. Each stall goes through about
three bales of straw per week, at $3.50
per bale.  This doesn’t include grain, of
which grain costs will increase as their
intestines begin to work better and as
their ability to eat more grain increases.
We are also providing them with veg-
etable oil on their grain for several rea-
sons: vegetable oil increases calories, it
aids in lubricating the intestines for
digestion, and it promotes a healthy hair
coat, all of which these horses need
desperately. Vegetable oil is about $30
for an extra large multi-gallon container.
Mineral blocks are also provided for
each horse, to the tune of $2.50 per
block.  These costs don’t include things
that you can’t put a price on, like the
amount of volunteer hours that are put
into their daily care, the love and nurtur-
ing that is behind the medicated baths to
help heal their sores and rain rot, the
time dedicated by the folks who helped
haul these horses to their new shelter, or
the careful hand-walking that will be
done daily for the three stallions that are
yet to be gelded.

Happy Trails is honored to help in this
situation, and we are greatly impressed
with the level of care and concern that
has poured forth from all parties involved.

As a sanctuary we do the very best we can, and everything always seems to fall into place.

You can make a difference in the lives of these horses by make a one-time donation, spon-
soring a horse monthly, or by providing supplies such as hay, straw, or by calling
Pettigrew Feed & Hardware on Tallmadge Road in Edinburg Center and making a dona-
tion over the phone toward our grain fund. You can reach Pettigrew Feed at 330-325-1500
or 1-866-40-FEEDS.

The horse’s skin stretched tighlyt over hip bones, ribs,
shoulders, spinal column, and withers, all of which
protruded in an exagerated way. Many had severe muscle
atrophy (muscle wasting) in their hind quarters, chest
and on their back.



Tax deductible donations can be
mailed to: Happy Trails; 5623
New Milford Rd., Ravenna,
Ohio 44266 and add a note that
the donation is to be used for the
Thoroughbred Horse Rescue.

You can also donate on-line
through our website at
www.happytrailsfarm.org.

As with every court case, we will
do our very best to share infor-
mation and updates on the case
as we are permitted to do so.

Though the horses will need to
complete their rehab and recov-
ery programs before becoming
available for adoption, we are
welcoming adoption applications
ahead of time. For more adop-
tion information, please contact
us at 330-296-5914.

To learn what healthy Thorough-
breds should look like, go to the
next page for some comparison
photos and see for yourself.
Looking at photos of healthy
horses certainly does put the entire situation in perspective.

This photo was taken on June 11, 2010 at Happy Trails. This is a really
difficult photo to look at for us, but I’m sure it’s much more difficult
for the horse involved.



Emaciated Thoroughbred Example Of A Healthy Thoroughbred

(ABOVE)  This horse was removed
from the Village Of Orange horse abuse
situation, and is approximately 300 lbs.
underweight.  His hip bones, ribs and
shoulder blades protrude prominently.
The area above his eyes is sunken in and
hollow. His chest in sunken in, and you
can clearly feel every vertebrae in his
spinal column. The muscles in his hip
area is atrophied from being left standing
in a stall for far too long.

(ABOVE)  A healthy horse will have well-
rounded hips and at least ¼” of flesh over
it’ s rib cage.  The area above it’s eyes is full
and not sunken in. There is meat and muscle
over the points of it’s shoulders, and you
cannot see each bone in it’s back. A healthy
horse will have a long, full tail. The tails of
the emaciated horses were chewed off by the
other horses as they sought out protein and a
source of nutrition. This is very common in
horse starvation cases and documented by
veterinarians.

MEDICAL ISSUES OF
A STARVING HORSE
Often permanent intestinal damage has been
caused due to starvation and/or worm infes-
tation. It took months of lack of care and
severe neglect to get achieve the condition of
the horses that were removed from the abu-
sive situation in the Village Of Orange.

These horses will need to be slowly intro-
duced to a re-feeding program as their stom-
achs gradually begin to work and get used to
processing food once again. The pain of
starvation is intense, and often health issues
that arise during re-feeding include fatal colic.
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Emaciated Thoroughbred Examples Of Healthy Thoroughbreds

(ABOVE RIGHT) Two examples of  healthy horses with good
body condition. They have rounded and muscled  hips and
well-padded shoulders. You cannot see any rib indentations.

(LEFT) Often when a horse is emaciated and suffering from
starvation, his head will appear abnormally big for it’s body.
The area over it’s eyes will be sunken back down it’s skull.
Though a starving horse is difficult to look at from the outside
and we can see the obvious and visible signs of severe neglect,
the hidden dangers on the inside of the horse can also be
detrimental, if not fatal, to their health.  Intestinal damage due to
lack of food can cause colic as the horse’s stomach struggles to
work again in a healthy manner. Colic is an intestinal condition
in horses that can be fatal.  Colic can be brought on by an
impaction in the large or small intestine, or by a twisting of the
intestine. There is always a high risk of some form of colic as a
horse recovers from near starvation.
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The Emaciated Thoroughbred’s
Skin Conditions

Examples Of Healthy Skin

(TOP LEFT & LEFT) The horses
removed from the Village Of Orange
had severe skin conditions commonly
referred to as rain rot.  This is caused
from neglect and lack of care of the
horse’s coat. The condition can result in
painful open sores and/or missing
patches of fur.  All the horses that were
removed were also covered with lice
and had to be medically treated to
remove the parasites.

(ABOVE/RIGHT)
Two examples of
healthy horses with
healthy skin and fur.
Horses need to be
groomed, brushed
and even washed
regularly to keep
their skin and coat
healthy and free from
mites, lice, ticks, and
other bacteria and
parasites.
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